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SERMON, Ge. 


8ST. LUKE, CHAP. X. LATTER PART 
| OF VERSE 37. 


60 Then ſaid 72 efus unto wx 0.eh ON 
_ and do thou lhe ife,” 


As o our bleſſed Saviour has in every 
thing given us the nobleſt precepts of 
virtue, far above all the morals of the 
wiſeſt heathens, ſo has he all along 
adapted them to human nature, and 
cour preſent ſtate and circumſtances in 
the world. The wiſeſt of thoſe mora- 

liſts were often too limited and confined 
1 B | 


* 
in their doctrines, and at other times as 
much too exalted; and gave rules that 
were not at all fitted to the condition 
of men: They were not only for wiſely 
moderating and governing, but quite 
rooting out all paſſions and affections 
from their wiſe men: This was not to 
make us men with ſuch faculties and 
powers as God ſaw fit: This was not to 
improve, but to deſtroy, human nature, 
and ſet virtue out of its reach; which 
our Saviour, who knew our frame and 
utmoſt capacity, has never done: And 
as one deſign of the Chriſtian religion 


was to ſoften the manners, and civilize 


the affections, of mankind; by regula- 
ting their paſſions, and introducing the 
moſt extenſive benevolence into the 
world; we find thoſe doctrines moſt 
ſtrongly inſiſted upon in the goſpel, 
which have the greateſt probability of 
accompliſhing this good purpoſe. e. 


Te) 

WIuATZVER contributes to the hap- 
pineſs, peace, and perfection of ſociety; 
and whatever promotes the general in- 
tereſt of the world, are recommended 

to our practice, and earneſtly enforced 
| as eſſential to that religion, which makes 
our duty perfectly conſiſtent with our 
happineſs; and inſtructs us to ſeek our 
own advantage by embracing every 
opportunity of doing good to others. 


Bur that we might not be at a loſs for 
an example, to frame our conduct by, 
our Saviour, as he does in almoſt every 
other caſe, gives us a particular direc- 
tion in this matter, by the charitable 
behaviour of the good Samaritan to the 
traveller who fell among thieves; pre- 
ſenting us with a very moving, picture 
of human diſtreſs. I ſhall not take up 
| your time, or attention, with repeating : 
the circumſtances of the parable, flatter- 
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ing myſelf that you are all ſufficiently 


acquainted with this piece of ſacred 
hiſtory: but it may not be amiſs juſt to 
mention, in order to deter you from a 
ſimilar fault, that thoſe who paſſed by, 
and only juſt looked upon him, were 
men of his own nation, and who, by a 
poſitive injunction of their religion, were 
obliged to ſhew him mercy ; whilſt on 
the other hand, the generous compaſſion 
of the Samaritan, a perfect ſtranger to 
him, ſhould recommend itſelf to our 
eſteem; and be an example to us, to ſhew- 


that every one in diſtreſs, let his country, 


profeſſion, or faith be what it will, is a 
proper object of our pity. 


Tuis inſtance of benevolence, pro- 
duced by our Saviour, had ſuch an 
effect upon the perſon who had been 
aſking him queſtions, that though a 
Jew, (whoſe brethren thought it the 
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greateſt ſcandal that could be alledged 
againſt them to have any intercourſe 
whatſoever with the Samaritans) he 
could not help acknowledging, that 
e was his neighbour who had ſhewed 
© mercy upon him; then ſaid Jeſus un- 
to him, * GO, AND DO THOU LIXEWISE,? 


Ir ſhall therefore be my buſineſs, in 
the enſuing diſcourſe, to give ſome 
directions towards promoting an uni- 
verſal benevolence, in every inſtance 
that may come before us; more eſpe- 
cially recommending to your notice 
THAT CHARITY, the intereſt of which 
we are now allembled to promote. 


WHATSOEVER may tend towards the 
good and happineſs of man; whatſoever 
may prevent any peril or misfortune 
he may be expoſed to; or deliver him 
out of any circumſtances of adverſity, | 


MG] 
ſhould be the foundation of our con- 
duct one towards another. To view 
a copy of the divine goodneſs in a man 
of a benevolent diſpoſition, who deli- 
*“ ngereth the poor that crieth, the fatherleſs, 
t and him. that hath no helper,” who 
cheriſheth the afflicted, and * maketh the 
* widow's heart to ſing for joy, (Job, 
c. 29, v. 12, 1g.) gives us a picture, far 
more lively than words can draw, of 
that divine love, which equally with the 
divine ſpirit, overſpreads the whole 
creation, when the ear hears ham, then 
eit blefſeth ham, and every eye that fees 
* him, gives witneſs to him,” (Job, c. 29, 
v. 11.) and every tongue, with grate- 
ful raptures, recounts his beneficence. 
* Though it may be affirmed of every 
virtue, in the chriſtian catalogue, that it 
tends to procure love and reſpect among 
all ſerious and good men, it is, however, 
peculiarly true oſ charity, Which does not 
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only gain commendationamong friends, 
but makes even a man's enemies to 
be al peace with him,” (Prov. c. 16. v.7.) 


As every man bears a near relation 
to the reſt of his fellow creatures, we 
cannot eaſily conſider him under any 
other point of view, than as he diſ- 
charges the ſeveral obligations that re- 
lation lays him under. The tyrant may 
move our fear, and command our out- 
ward adoration, but his utmoſt force is 
not able to reach our hearts; and how- 
ever he may reſtrain our words, he 
cannot prevent our thoughts. Riches, 
and power, ſtrength of wiſdom; and 
eloquence of words, without the-prin- 
ciple of humanity accompanying them, 
are beheld with no ſatisfaction; while 
on the contrary, though a man may be 
miſtaken in his meaſures, or fail in the 
execution of them, yet if we are ſatisfied 
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that benevolence was at the bottom of 
the deſign, he is beloved, by thoſe who 
have this aſſurance, in the ſame degree 
as if he had accompliſhed his purpoſe: 
there is the principle of a good action: 
we approve the intention : we conceive 
a love for the man; and only pity the 
want of power to fulfil, or the ill judged 
choice of means. This ſufficiently at- | 
tones for other miſtakes; and a man ſhall 
be ſooner pardoned for want of judg- 
ment, than for want of charity. As far 
therefore as human ſkill and abilities 
enable us, we are bound by every 
tye of gratitude to our Redeemer, to 
embrace all occaſions of helping each 


Tux principal deſign of our bleſſed 
Saviour's appearing in the world was to 
redeem mankind from eternal: miſery 

and perdition, todeliver them fromthoſe 


4 

everlaſting torments they were con- 
demned to ſuffer, and to tranſlate them 
to an eternity of glory, and happineſs. 
And when we recolle& the particular 
inſtances of his mercy and compaſſion; 
when we call to mind his earneſt 
wiſhes to ſerve us, that he ſought every 
opportunity © of doing good, that he 
* went about healing all that were oppreſſed 
* with any manner of fickneſs or diſeaſe 
* among the people, (Acts, c. 10, v. 8. 
Matt. c. 4, v. 23.) we have ſurely every 
inducement held up to us, which can 
poſſibly excite to an humble imitation 
of this our benevolent maſter; and of 
obeying his injunction, as far as we are 
able, of going to do likewiſe.” 


Oo Almighty Creator ' hath diſ- 
tributed his bleſſings with an unequal 
hand, to give occaſion for ſome to ex- 
erciſe their patience, and others their 
0 
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charity; and hath fo ordered the mat- 
ter, that no man ſhall be ſo perſect in 
this world; but that at one time or other 
he may be a ſit object of another's com- 
paſſion; nor is any man ſo low and 
deſpicable, but that he may be able to 
perform ſome work of mercy to his 
richer neighbour. In caſes therefore 
of diſtreſs, of that particular nature now 
under conſideration, (and no one knows 
but it may be our own) how ſhould we 
hold up our hands for the help and 
aſſiſtance of the poorelt object in being, 
to extricate us from it: and ſhall we 
hold back our hands, when it is in our 
power; when an opportunity offers of 
contributing to the well being of that 
LAUDABLE ESTABLISMENT, which does 
all that is poſſible towards relieving the 
diſtreſſes of the rich, as well as poor, 
in ſimilar unhappy ſituations. But 
that I may the better diſpoſe you to 


e 

promote its charitable purpoſes, I ſhall 
here beg leave to give a brief account 
of the reaſons upon which it was origi- 
nally inſtituted. 


; Solz perſons of eminence, both for 

humanity and profeſſional knowledge, 
were of opinion, that a mode might be 
ſtruck out, which would be of uſe in 
preſerving the lives of many people, 
apparently drowned; and after the 
matter had been maturely conſidered, 
a method was adopted, and followed 
with ſuch wonderful ſucceſs, that it 
was no ſooner held out to the public, 
as a proper eſtabliſhment for them to 
patronize, than men of the firſt rank, 
character, and fortune, ſtepped forth to 
give it all the aſſiſtance poſſible, by 
their influence, by their advice, and by 
their property. | 
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Ar firſt, indeed, whilſt in its infant. 
fate, the directors of it were under 
the neceſſity of confining their humane 
endeavours within a narrow compaſs, 

not having it in their power to extend 
them to a diſtance: but when the ſuc- 
ceſs of their attempts became more 
known, almoſt every populous place, 
| bordering upon any river, or nigh upon 
the ſea · coaſt, where accidents of this 
nature are moſt likely to happen, made 
liberal collections, and had reſpectable 
perſons appointed in their different 
neighbourhoods, to whom application 
might be immediately made, upon every 
emergency. It has been matter of 
wonder that the ſame mode has not 
long ago been ſollowed by the in- 
habitants of theſe places; but as it is 


never too late to engage in a good 
cauſe, thanks be to God, it is at length 
adopted. It is not indeed poſſible for 


T 

the Society to make regular appoint- 
ments, and to reward, as they gene- | 
rouſly do, thoſe who ſhew the greateſt 
willingneſs to aſſiſt in ſuch caſes, with- 
out they can occaſionally receive pro- 
per encouragement from humane in- 
dividuals, or bodies of people. You are 

therefore now called upon to enlarge an 
| undertaking truly ber-ficialtomankind 
in general; and for the more particular 
purpoſe of obtaining ſpeedier help, upon 
every ſad and calamitous occaſion, 
than there is at preſent to be met with 


in this neighbourhood. r. 


T nos who flow in wealth and plenty, 
cannot, I think, without renouncing 
the principles of humanity, but feel it 
incumbent upon them to exerciſe a 
more diffuſive charity, charge them,” 
fays the Apoſtle, who are rich in this 
© world, that they be ready to give and 


„ | 
« willing to diſtribute,” for they © thereby 
% lay up for themſelves a good foundation 
* againſt the time to come,” (1. Tim. c. 6. 
v. 17. 18. 19.) Do good before you die, 
* and according to thine ability firetch out 
* thine hands and give, ſays the ſon of 
Sirach, (Eccleſ. c. 14. v. 13.) © Say not, 
* to-morrow thou wilt give if now thou 
* havett, or thou knoweſt not what a 
* day will bring forth,” (Prov. c. g. 
v. 28.) If we would but reflect a 
moment that a mere trifle is often- 

times capable of relieving men from 
the greateſt miſery, ſhould we not, 
inſtead of conſuming it upon the gaie- 
ties of life, or the gratification of our 
ſenſual appetites, more frequently be- 
ſtow it where it would be of ſuch 
real ſervice? Let us but imagine, that 
the charitable work we are now about, 
may be the means of reſtoring a 
valuable fellow-creature to life, of re- 
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covering a uſeful member to ſociety, 

and, perhaps, of giving back to a 
large and numerous family its only 

comfort and ſupport, and we ſurely ſhall 

not refuſe © ſetting our ſeals (Cant. 

C. 8. v. 6.) to this work, nor withhold 
a foſtering hand from ſo praiſe-worthy 
an inſtitution, but © let every man do 

* as he ts diſpoſed in his heart, not 

« grudgingly, or of neceſſity, for God 
* Joveth a cheerful giver. I thou haſt 

% much give plenteouſly, if thou haſt little 

do thy diligence gladly to give of that 

« little, ' for fo gathereſt thou thyſelf a 

% good reward in the day of neceſſity ;* 


(2. Cor. c. 9. v. 7. Tob. c. 4. v. 8. 9.) 
ſill diſtinguiſhing between a ſelfiſh 
and covetous pretence to the want of 
power, and a real and actual inability, 
Whatſoever therefore is in our power, 


make every cireumitance attending our 


DS bon | V5 | 


——__—— — 
Ou I IS <1 AAA A FP — . ‚—‚— > Aer > 
— 


——ä—U— — — — — 


we ſhould endeavour to perform, and | 
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abode in this earthly tabernacle turn to 
the improvement of a future and more 
durable habitation, * not made with 
“ hands, eternal in the heavens :” (2. Cor. 
C. g. v. 1.) for our Judge will take any 
charitable action, as done to -himſelf, 
ſaying, © in as much as you have done 
it to one of the leaft of theſe, you have 
* done it unto me. And becauſe it is 
the nature and property of God to 
| have mercy and compaſſion, it neceſſa- 
rily follows, that he muſt love even a 
faint reſemblance of theſe his virtues, 

when he ſees them ſhine forth in his 
creatures: when he ſees they embrace 
every opportunity of exerting them- 
ſelves in behalf of the unhappy. 
Picruxz to yourſelves the diſmal 
ſcene, where the fond huſband, and 
affectionate parent is brought home, to 
all appearance deprived of every ſenſe 


( 3 
and power of animation! who can 
number the tears, or deſcribe the frantic 
behaviour of the tender partner of his 


cares? who can hear the lamentations 
of his now deſpairing children, without 
wiſhing for power to promote every 
meaſure that may be thought of for their 
relief? In ſuch a caſe let no difficulty 
_ diſcourage us, let not the want of ſuc- 
cels, in ſome few inſtances, prevent 
the trial of every means calculated for 
his recovery: for though the torch of 
life ſeems quite extinguiſhed, yet a 
latent ſpark may ſtill remain, which by 
proper care, perſeverance, and atten- 
tion, may once more enlighten the 
whole body. Nay indeed, through the 
bleſſing of Gop upon the method made 
ule of for this purpoſe, many, who 
were lately totally inſenſible to every 
thing about them, have been reſtored to 
their family and friends, and became 
D 
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again-uſeful and beneficial members of | 


ſociety. 


Could we but behold the number of 
thoſe whoſe lives have been thus pre- 
ſerved, when they appear in the con- 


gregation of the people, to return their 


public acknowledgments of praiſe and 
thankſgiving to the all merciful Gop, 
for his ineſtimable bleſling lately vouch- 
: ſafed unto them, we could not but feel 
the moſt lively ſenſe of gratitude to- 
wards the promoters of an undertaking 
founded upon eee ſound _ < 
and n e 


To view ſo many of almoſt all ages 
and ſexes, ranks and conditions, with 
truly grateful hearts, thankful for their 
preſervation : to ſee again the parents 


of ſome, and offspring of others, who | 


have thus unexpectedly, and beyond 
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all hopes, efcaped the ſnares of death, 


paying the ſame tribute to their gracious 


Benefactor, for his unſpeakable mer- 


cies; muſt be ſuch a ſcene of delight, 


to a ſenſible and compaſſionate heart, 


that no words are capable of expreſling: 
and no other conſideration whatever, 


but that of relieving a fellow creature 


from a ſimilar diſtreſs, can poſſibly 
equal. How ſweet muſt be our ſleep 


if we have, in any ſhape, contributed 
towards ſuch a ſcheme of charity? The 


pleaſure indeed mult be unutterable. 
Then it is that we taſte, in all its purity, 


that deep and well founded happineſs, 
which humane minds are alone capable 
of taſting. Such then are the bleſſed 


effects that this happily contrived 
and well digeſted inſtitution will pro- 
duce: and therefore every compaſſionate 
man, every friend to ſociety, and every 
good Chriſtian, will, I dare ſay, unani- 
D 2 
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mouſly agree in promoting ſo extenſive 
and univerſal a benefit. 


No inſtitution can be better calculat- 
ed for the advantage of this neighbour- 
hood than the one under conſideration, 
and which, I truſt, we are now deter- 
mined to encourage. You who go down 
to the ſea in ſhips, and occupy your 
* bujineſs in great waters, (Pſal. g. ey. 
v. 23.) run greater hazard of ſtanding in 
need of this benefit, than others, whoſe 
line of life does not ſo conſtantly lead 
them into ſo much danger. How many 
widows, how many orphans, muſt have 
been left in the moſt deſolate condition, 
had it not been for the impartial and 
generous charity which now ſolicits your 
protection? 


Tux ſucceſs with which Gop hath ſo 
remarkably bleſſed it, carries undoubted 
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and genuine proofs. of its wonderful 
utility: Many inſtances have indeed 
occurred in diſtant parts, and far from 
our own obſervation ; but ſome have 
fallen out nearer home, nay indeedatour 
very doors. One in particular, ſome few 
years paſt, 6c whom the waters had over- 
* whelmed, and the ſtream had ſeemingly 
gone over his ſoul,” (Pal. c. 124. v. 3.) 
is ſufficient to ſhew that had it not been 
for the rules laid down by this Society, a 
youth would have unfortunately been 
_ Joſt; but by an extraordinary perſeve- 
rance therein, he was reſtored to life ; to 
his deſpairing and affectionate parents. 
Another likewiſe of the ſame kind has 
juſt happened; and, though not ſo 
ſtriking as the former, yet will it exhibit 
a freſh reaſon for doing what we can 
towards preſerving for the preſent, 
and generations yet unborn, the bene- 
ficial conſequences of this uſeful plan. 
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Ir would indeed be ungenerous in 
the higheſt degree to expect that this 
Charity ſhould handſomely reward 
(as in the caſes juſt mentioned it has 
done) the exertions of individuals, with- 
out affording e eee ourſelves to- 
wards the continuance of its good effects. 
It may indeed be aſſerted that every 
man of humanity will, without having 
* any reſpect to the recompence of reward, 
(Heb. c. 11. v. 26.) as faras he 1s able, 
endeavour to relieve his brethren ac- 
cording to their ſeveral neceſſities, but - 
it unfortunately often happens that they 
do not know how to proceed in the beſt 
manner upon every caſe that may 
come before them. Is it not our buſi- 
neſs then to enlarge the powers of 
mankind as much as poſſible? And 
from whence, in the preſent caſe, can 
it be ſo well done as by procuring from 
the original foundation a knowledge of 
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that method practiſed with ſuch amazing 


ſucceſs? To prevent alſo, as much as 
poſſible, any hard-heartedneſs among 
people who think themſelves juſtified 
in preferring their own intereſt to that 
of others, (eſpecially when it can be 


done without running the riſque of 
being cenſured by the world,) bounties 


are held forth to thoſe who ſhall firſt 
readily receive into their houſes any 
perſon who may be a fit object for a 
trial of their humane endeavours; and 


to others alſo who ſhall continue ſtedfaſt 


in their good purpoſes unto the end. 


Tunis is acting, though in a more 
confined degree, according to the prac- 
tice of our bleſſed Saviour ſet forth to 
us in the Goſpel; who, in order to 


engage men to be obedient to his 


wiſhes, promiſes a crown and a kingdom 


of glory, rewards' and pleaſures for 


— 


) 
evermore: Upon the ſame principle, 
proper encouragement is here given, in 
order to bring others forward to do 


their duty, and to ſtrengthen thoſe 
impreſſions of humanity, which, though 

nature has implanted in almoſt every 
man, yet, through ſome one corruption 
or other, does in many caſes often want 

| ſecondary cauſes to bring them into 
action. The method practiſed by the 
Humane Society for the purpoſe of 
recovering people under ſuffocation 


from drowning, or from other cauſes, 
is not indeed univerſally known; but 
when the knowledge of it becomes more 
general, as it will in theſe places, by 
the means we are now purſuing, (ſhould 
they meet with proper encouragement, ) 
the chance of preſerving life in many 
caſes, under the bleſſing of God, will 
be much encreaſed. 


( 8 ). 
Irx has hitherto been a rule with me, 
when I have been recommending a 


charitable diſpoſition to your notice, to 


ſpeak only in general terms, and not 


point at any ſpecific mode of doing 


good; leaving it wholly to yourſelves 
to find out fit and proper opportunities 


for exerciſing this moſt excellent gift; 


the very bond of peace, and of all virtues: 
but I feel myſelf juſtified in departing 


from that rule at preſent; nay, I feel 
myſelf happy in bringing forward to 


your particular attention that noble 
Inſtitution, whoſe aſſiſtance may be 
hereafter wanted by many in theſe 
places: perhaps ourſe]ves, our relations, 
or our friends, may be the unfortunate 
objects upon whom it may one time or 


other have the ſad occaſion of exerciſing 


its benevolent exertions. 
E. 


— 


(8: ) 
LEr us not then, in this matter, de- 
pend upon the bounty and good will of 


others, but be our own benefactors; 


and reſt upon our own virtue. Let us 
give alms of our goods, and not turn our 
« face from any poor man,” from any 
charitable proſpect that may be brought 
before us, © and then the face of the Lord 
bill not be turned from us.” (Tob. c. 4. 


v. 7.) And may the ſame amiable ſpirit 


which firſt gave effect to this laudable 
inſtitution, ſtill reign in our hearts; 
and be productive of happineſs, to our 
fellow creatures, both now and for ever. 


Amen. 
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THE END. 


